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Examiner's Amendment 



An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Dan Hayes on September 26, 2005. 
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In the claims: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended by the Examiner). A method of processing an 
image, comprising: 

determining a source pixel value of a first bit depth for a source pixel in a source 
image: 

determining a destination pixel value f the first bit depth for a destination pixel in a 
destination image, the destination pixel corresponding to the source pixel; 

deriving a blended pixel value of the first bit depth for a blended pixel in a blended 
image by applying an alpha value of a second bit depth to the source pixel value and 
the destination pixel value without converting the pixel values to the second bit depth; 
and wherein the second bit depth is greater than the first bit depth. 

Claim 16. (Currently Amended by the Examiner). 

A system for processing an image, comprising: 

memory; 
a processor; 

a source image stored in the memory, the source image consisting of 
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multiple source pixels, each source pixel having a source pixel value of a first bit 
depth; 

a destination image stored in the memory, the destination image consisting 
of multiple destination pixels, each destination pixel having a destination pixel 
value of the first bit depth; 

one or more alpha values having a second bit depth stored in the memory; 

a source dither matrix stored in the memory; 

an alpha dither matrix derivation module configured to derive an alpha 
dither matrix from the source dither matrix; 

a source mask plane derivation module configured to create a source mask 
plane of the first depth from the one or more alpha values and the alpha dither 
matrix; 

a destination mask plane derivation module configured to create a 
destination mask plane of the first depth from the source bitonal mask plane; and 

a blended image generator configured to create a blended image of the first 
bit depth from the source image, the destination image, the source mask plane 
and the destination mask plane, without converting the images to the second bit 
depth. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7463. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thur. from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams, can be reached on Mon.-Thurs.. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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Reasons for Allowance 

1. 

Claims 1-15 are allowed for the reason the prior art does not teach or suggest in 
claimed combination, "... deriving a blended pixel value of the first bit depth for a 
blended pixel in a blended image by applying an alpha value of a second bit depth to 
the source pixel value and the destination pixel value without converting the pixel values 
to the second bit depth ..." 

Claims 16-22 is allowed for the reason the prior art does not teach or suggest in 
claimed combination, "... a source mask plain derivation module configured to create a 
source mask lane of the first depth from the one or more alpha values and the alpha 
dither matrix., a destination mask plane derivation module configured to create a 
destination mask plane of the first depth from the source bitonal mask plane and a 
blended image generator configured to create a blended image of the first bit depth from 
the source image, the destination image, the source mask plane and the destination 
mask plane, without converting the images to the second bit depth." 

Claims 23-27 are allowed for the reason the prior art does not teach or suggest, "... 
applying the source bitonal mask plane to the bitonal source image to derive a first 
intermediate value; applying the destination bitonal mask plane to the bitonal destination 
image to derive a second intermediate value; logically adding the first intermediate 
value and the second intermediate value to derive the blended bitonal image. " 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7463. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams, can be reached on 571-272-7471 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Cetfte7(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



J. Grant 




